


T, TOF: If erlsp, classie, and

sh is what you have in mind,
n't go wrong with blue

hite. Here a Chinese-lattice
paper gives a fun 19508 resort
to a large dressing area

= time «can be idled away in
pondance er reading. (Meg

| BELCW: Celor Is fun and

ing when raspberry, fuchsis,
nd golden yellow play

f pale lilac walls. Blocks
- solid celor keep the
simple, warm, and comfort-
his combination has inher-
=t znergy and does not need
‘pattern. (Angie Hranowsky)

'SITE: Color is pretty when
purple, warm blues, and

of green mix with soft
straw, and gold. (Robert
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ENVELOPE OR ACCENT?
Proportioning Color.

Chiances are one color on your palette will play a dominant role in your décor. Which-coler
stass is up fo you, butit’s helpful to think about the impact of light and volume (the amount
of color used) on the overall effect,

Colars change under different kinds of light. That's one reason why it's always smarl to
look at samples of materials in vour room at different times of day and under artificial light,
But you should also bear in mind that indirect bright sunlight will intensify colors, while
direct rays will lighten them and even wash out very pale hues. Yellow hues in particular
become more vellow in sunlight. Evening light, candlelight, and dimmed artificial Ii_z;hl
stibdue color, blurring subtle distinctions between hues and making light colors quieter and
deep colors darkey.

Easier to visualize is the influence of volume. The more there is of a color, the more
impact it has. A pale calor you barely perceive on a paint chip may not have sufficient ¢on-

frast to use on moldings against white walls, but it will appear darker if it covers the walls
themselves. A dark or bright hue that adds a wonderful highlight to a patterned fabrie or

ELERENTE OF DESIGN

ABOVE: Seolt white walls and lots
of natural daylight keep this
breakfast/family room open to the
cltyscape beyond the window wall;
blocks of red and purple bring the
chairs and velvet-covered sofa
Inta focus. (Faye Cone)

LEFT, Stripes in two tones of peri-
winkle surround this sitting room
with mysterious depth; the sconce
shades, flowers, and throw pep
against them and bring up the
bright red that travels through
the carpet and upholstery. The
whites are softened by the richer
blues and reds. (Meg Braif)









