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Polished in Palm Beach

Designer Meg Braff and landscape architect
Mario Nievera refresh a Gilded Age gem, henoring
its architectural heritage andiits tropical setting




BELOW: The homeowners retained the existing wallcovering and carpeting in the living room but added new fabrics, coral accents, and furnit
including the antique table used for games. OPPOSITE PAGE: Upholstered chairs and an X-form iron-and-gilt table make the breakfast room,
overlocking the gardens and pool, a comfortabla spot for coffes.

ithin the mix of spectacular Palm Beach architecture is a particularly distinguished
Mediterranean-style house designed by architectural icon Marion Sims Wyeth.
Built in the late "20s for Michigan furniture magnate Jesse Bassett, the aristocratic
stucco and tile-roofed mansion quickly became an icon of Gilded Age design.

With such a divine pedigree, the grand old house did not escape the attention of the
current owners, who happened to be renting next daor. They readily admit that they were so
enchanted with it, they bought it immediately after it became available seven years ago. Today,
the house reflects its glamoraus past but is clearly enjoving the outright love affair its new
owners are having with the property. In a seamless collaboration with designer Meg Braff, they
preserved some of the previous owner's choicest schemes on the first floor and encouraged the designer’s creativity and flair
everywhere else. Qutside, landscape architect Mario Nievera added a pool, reconfigured the space to allow for more expan-
sive vistas, and rebuilt the dining pavilion, giving the owners several places to entertain.

“This was definitely not a cut-and-burn project.” says Bralf, "Our goal was not 1o strip and start over but just to improve
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