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Start with blue and white,
add big splashes of red, and bring
on the flowers of summer

MIMI READ: These days, the beau [deal of the summer house is pale,
casual, and spare. Yet you've decorated your family's 1882 New-
port summer house in rich layers of color and artifice. Why?

MEG BRAFF: The decor may not be weightless, but it is lighthearted.
Because we use the house only part of the year, [ felt I could go

stronger in terms of stylized whimsy and color saturation. | wanted

it to be expressive, even over-the-top. [t is a bit formal —Newport
itself certainly has a formal side—but because this house is snappy
and fun, I feel you can dress it up or keep it really casual.

How did you begin furnishing the living room?

With the antique Chinese carpet. That gave me the color palette.
Those Chippendale chairs came from Christie’s, and I've had them

in my basement a long time—they were blue, but just before Christ-
mas | painted then red to introduce that red thread into the room,
Then | just added those corally-red pillows. Above the sofa isa very
pretty Chinese sereen that gives the room seale.

You've used |ots of chinoiserie in this house. |5 it a passion?

Tove the glamour, fun, and whimsy of chinoiserie, Besides, there'’s

a long history of Chinese influence in Newport. ... And have you




o Controlled=plashes of red add

- spirittothe living room, where
Braff mixed glamoraus chinoicerie
pleces with old-fashioned onas
fo give traditional decor a smart,
modern spin. A tight-back
Bridgewater sofa Braff has had
farever v reuphoistered by
Michael Mililio in Duralee cream
linen. The blanc de Chine ceramic

garden seat came from
& Company.




ever seen the Chinese teahouse on the seaside cliffs at Marble
House? That'’s the summer house William Vanderbilt gave his
wife, Alva. for her 3gth birthday. Well, the teahouse is a fabulous

folly bevond compare.

Speaking of chinoiserie, there's a whole lot going on in the

dining room. There's a lot going on in just the wallpaper!

The wallpaper is called Shanghai and it’s a seven-color chinoiserie

toile from Scalamandré. The scale is very big, and it gives you a

great color palette to work with. All that scenery means vou don'l

need any art on the walls—in fact, art would be one step loe far.

The brass sunburst, the Chinese Chippendaie-style chairs, and

the beaded chandelier all have strong presences as well.

The chairs are comfortable new ones. So is the chandelier—it’s a

new piece, not Chinese at all, but I thought it was fun and a little

unexpected. The wooden beads have a beautiful brushed gnhl

finish. Someday I'll nse it in a more austere, traditional setling
where il's the one picce that provides the punch.

When you move to the library, all the pattern has Jumped off the

wall and onte the furniture. You've mixed so many totally dif-
ferent genres of patterns in here, and yet It all works,

It's funny, I bought the sofa and those William IV armchairs fac-
ing it at auction and I've never reupholstered them. The chairs

are covered in an old Clarence House print, a bit out of style in

a way that appealed to me. It's a little more of that old-fashioned

feeling I like to mix in. The animal print and the striped chairs

just add more warmth.

The breakfast room has more of a classic summer house look=
it's a much lighter and brighter, full of straw and bamboo.

Iove those bamboo dining chairs. [ think they look great with

that old farm table. The six side chairs are old and the two

armchairs are new ones. And [ used simple bamboo matchstick

LEFT: Parrot tullps and
cadmium yellow vases play
off Scalamandré’s seven-
color Shanghal scenie
wallpaper. oPPOSITE: Coaxlng
all possible sophistication
fram a primary color palette,
Braff created a dining room
where lighthearted glamour
prevalls, The mantelplece is
painted in Farrow & Ball's
Blazer. The round table Is
from White Fine Furnishings.
Chinese-style fretwork
lacquered dining chairs are
from C. Bell. The chandelier
Is by Currey & Company.

blinds that I think are so useful in a lot of different types of set-
tings. The carpet is totally indoor-outdoor. so it doesn’t slip, slide,
or stain. Did [ tell vou | have four kids?

You didn't, Boys or girls?

All bovs. My oldest is nine. The kitchen island is nice and gen-
erous. We do a lot of projects there and sometimes they have
breakfast there, depending on how many people show up at once.
We also make what we call candy bar ice cream there. Wherever
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OK, now I'm upstairs in the master bedroom, and | take it all
back about your house looking rich, layered, and dense. This
room is buoyant, and summery as a daylily.

I started with the wallpaper, a fresh celadon stripe. The curtains
are a slightly darker green chintz. [t was a very tricky window to
dress, 13 feet long. 1 didn't want a big heavy curtain treatment
that would call attention to it but, rather, something simple that
would blend and soften it.

Why does the color in the room look so balanced?

There's a lot of white trim and white bed linens cutting through
the color. And the antique bed is a lighter wood than moest four-
posters, but it still has a bit of that old Newport feel.

What's your husband's favorite spot in the house?

He loves the master dressing room. It's blue and white, very fresh
and summery. It has a TV, a great desk for writing letters or using
a laptap, a private phone, and a lot of nice closets.

Where do the children hang out?

On the third floor, All their bedrooms are there, plus a playroom.
It's really set up for having people visit. We have tons of cousins
and friends, love Elau'illg them around, and that to me is what
summer’s all about,
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